
Regardless of the challenges of 

lockdown, we have once again had a very productive term 

across all aspects of the school’s life. We have succeeded 

in sustaining our excellent levels of attendance, progress 

and behaviour both with on-site learning and remote 

learning. This is due to the strong community spirit and resilience we 

have developed and come to expect. 

I wish everyone a safe , restful Easter break and look forward 

to welcoming everybody back fully refreshed for 

the summer term. 

HELLO TO NEW FACES AND GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK TO THOSE LEAVING 

This term we welcomed new student Connor and new staff members Ben M, Erwin, Nicholas and Oliver. 

We have said goodbye to Hutton Grove keyworkers Sam Weaver and Joshua Hancock.  We wish you all the 
very best in your career paths. 

 

Dates for the Diary: 

Summer term 

Monday 19th April (Learning Review 
meetings on Microsoft Teams).  

Tuesday 20th  teaching begins. 

Thursday 22nd July (Inset Day) 

Half-term:  Monday 31st May to  

Friday 4th June. 

 

 
365 DAYS LOVELIER THAN BEFORE! 

The student birthdays we have celebrated have been Jack and Dylan.  

The staff birthdays we have celebrated have been Dan, Dayo, Mathew, Ian, 
Kiki, Jenny, Emily, Fred, Anahita, Davut, Anne  and Patrick.  

 SCHOOL TERMLY TIMES  

SPRING 2021 

Lockdown 
scraper board 
Art by Hutton 
Grove pupil 
Tia y7 



News from the Manor 

PE at KM – Spring 2021 

This term at Kingsbury Manor, PE has blossomed de-
spite the barriers and challenges we have faced as a 
result of the lockdown. During our online PE lessons, 
students have maintained, and in some cases even 
elevated, their level of fitness by taking part in video 
workouts with their peers and staff. In addition to de-
veloping their fitness, students have revisited and 
deepened their knowledge of key physiological con-
cepts, as well as exploring the many benefits of regu-
lar activity.  

 

As we returned to school 3 days per week, students 
were desperate to take every opportunity to play 
sport and workout individually and in groups. Without 
the farm days on students’ time tables, we have been 
giving the students extra opportunities to workout 
with their key workers and their friends. We have also 
recently established a Wednesday afternoon team 
games session for the whole school. Each week we 
have been making the most of the good weather by 
playing competitive matches in different sports, mix-
ing staff and students together.  

 

 

 

Some 
good-
hu-
moured rivalries have developed (particularly between 
the staff!) which has been amazing for the student’s so-
cial interaction coming out of yet another lockdown. 
Powerful life lessons are being learned each week as we 
win, lose and work together to be successful. It has been 
particularly great to watch the relationships of students 
and their keyworkers deepen over this time. 

 

As the weather improves and the lockdown eases, we 
are excited to make the most of the facilities and space 
available in our area, including open air tennis and bas-
ketball courts and a large park. The future is bright for 
PE at KM! 

One of the many 30-minute workout plans stu-
dents engaged with during online learning. 

Poster created by Benji during the lockdown. 



News from the Manor 

SHAKESPEARE WEEK AT THE MANOR 

 

The lockdown wouldn't stop KM celebrat-
ing Shakespeare Week!  The week started off with curtains up!  Our brave 
students, James and George, worked alongside English teacher Simon to 
showcase their fighting skills as Mercutio and Tybalt from Shakespeare’s 
play Romeo and Juliet.  Other staff members helped put together the im-
promptu performance of the play for the rest of the students, which gener-
ated many giggles.  On the Friday, the staff embodied the spirit of Shake-

speare's era with all the women wearing skirts 
and all the gents wearing homemade versions 
of pantaloons.  Students created their own 
family 'coat of arms' using some of the tradi-
tional symbols and colours to represent them-
selves.  These were accompanied by their 
own version of shields and swords that were 
constructed out of cardboard.  We took these 
all outside to challenge each other to a duel 
with Shakespearian 

insults.  It was great to see all the staff and stu-
dents learning and engaging alongside each other. 

 



News from the Manor 

The Spring term art lessons started on line. KS3 students learned about the art, zodiac symbols, 
customs and traditions Associated with the Chinese New Year. We said goodbye to the Year of the 
Rat 2020 and welcomed the year of the ox.  Yay!  Students created posters of the ox, decorated 
paper lanterns and learned about the special significance of the colour red by learning about Chi-
nese folk lore.  

The winner of the Lockdown 2 Art Competition was year 8 student Casey. This was an opportunity 
for students to create an image that expressed the impact of the second lockdown on them person-
ally. Her poster visually captured all the significant Covid related news items, which she managed to 
depict in her winning entry. Well done Casey. George  was runner up with his detailed drawing of a 
sturdy rhinoceros which he said symbolizes strength and resilience during difficult times. 

Now we are back at KM KS3 students have the opportunity to explore sculpture through the art of 
American sculptor Claes Oldenburg. He specialized in creating out size sculptures of popular food 
items and everyday things, .e. hamburgers, ice creams, cakes, furniture and household items. Stu-
dent are learning to create fruit sculptures through the following process: creating armatures, using 
paper Mache and plaster of Paris techniques.    



News from The Gate 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students and staff at The Gate dressed in red and completed 

quizzes and activities as well as buying and designing their 

own red noses.  

Year 11 Student 

Dylan found an 

ingenious way to 

create a ‘Laser’ 

challenge for students and staff to try. 

Congratulations to Emma who won the 

sweepstake by guessing 100 lunges were 

between Joe Lycett and his biscuits. This 

was the closest guess to the actual result 

of 378 lunges. We managed to raise  

£30.31 This year. 

Art Club 
Making Mother’s Day cards from left over 
wallpaper was a popular activity this term. 



Lock-down drama news from the Gate 

 

 

 

 

In drama we have been playing 2 Truths, 1 Lie based on our lockdown experi-
ences and what we achieved, learnt or improved on.  Here are some of our 
experiences – (the statements in green are true and the statements in red are 
lies but things we would like to learn/improve. 



Farm Studies at the Gate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Sweet Tree 
Fields Farm closed for 
lock-down, students 
have done things a 
little differently this 
term. As well as com-
pleting their BTEC 
‘Caring for animals’ 
unit they have also 
spent time thinking 
about what makes a 
good farm, designing 
virtual farms on  
Minecraft and worked 
together to made a 
model farm of their 
own.  

Tom, Omid, Dylan and Liam also took part in a scav-
enger hunt at Trent Park and Grovelands Park.  Whilst 
searching for ‘treasure’ they had such a brilliant time 
that they didn’t even realise they’d walked 5 km! Their 
finds included this Mother’s Day egg as well as lots of 
natural materials for future creative projects. 

The garden at 
The Gate has 
benefitted from 
some improve-
ments to the 
raised beds  
using reclaimed 
timber sourced 
locally.  



Cookery at the Gate 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have enjoyed being back 

in the kitchen and making some 

delicious food, including stir fry, 

Shepherd’s pie and cookies. They 

have been creating their own reci-

pes for a ‘Southover recipe book’. 

Pictured below are Tom y15, Tone 

y11, Gianluca y13, Dylan y11 and 

Jack y10 with their dishes. 

Tone says “I enjoy being able to cook 

good food and improving my home 

cooking skills, which my teacher 

said I'm good at. I like experiment-

ing with flavours and putting chilli 

in everything. My mum loved the 

chilli chocolate Madeleines.” 



Music at the Gate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gianluca has spent this term learning 
and practising songs on both the gui-
tar and the ukulele during online les-
sons These range from slower tunes 
such as Leonard Cohen's Hallelujah 
and Elvis' Love me Tender to more up
-beat tunes like Night Train to Munich 
by Al Stewart.  These songs have 
taught him to play in different styles 
using techniques such as fingerpick-
ing. Gianluca has also been working 
on teaching the guitar to other mem-
bers of staff very successfully as part 

of his Arts Award with Trinity. 

 

As part of his Music BTEC course, 
year 10 student Jack has been 
earning about the History of DJing 
and developing his DJ skills on the 
School's DJ desk  using the YouDJ 
software.  



IT at the Gate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Comic Relief 2021 —Jack Year 10  

Can  you spot ‘Harry Styles’, ‘Kate Middleton[‘, ‘Jo Wicks’ & ‘unknown’!.   

Jack Year 10 practisng 
for his Summer Term 

Functional Skill/ICT ex-
am 

Gianluca Year/12 completing his BTEC Award/IT 



Farm Studies at Hutton Grove 

 

Liam, Tia and 
Elkie have pro-
duced their own 
farm animal ver-
sions of top 
trump cards.  
They look amaz-
ingly profession-
al.  Liam de-
signed a map of 
a farm 

George, Fabian, Elkie and Tia have each created  a model farm completed 
with animals and vegetable patch.  They collected junk modelling materials 
and used plasticine for the finer modelling. 



Growing at Hutton Grove 

 
Liam, Tia, Elkie, Fabian, Aleika, George and Yas-
sim have been practising their horticulture skills 
at Hutton Grove and on our allotment.  They 
have planted daffodils, hyacinths, cress, spider 
plants, sunflowers, carrots and tomatoes. 



HOME COOKING AT THE GROVE  

 

Teams Fluffy-Pancake Day with George and Yassim
24th February 2021 

A selection of some of the delicious dishes cooked 
by Fabian, Elkie, Aleika, George in our Home cook-

ing lessons at Lyonsdown. 



More news from The Grove  

 

Melissa y14 has been 
working designing packag-
ing for a make up range as 
part of her BTEC level 2 
Art and Design skills. 

Here you can see ma-
quettes for her ‘Mythical 
Venom’ range. 

They look cute and cool 

Monkeys are my favourite 

They climb lots of trees.   

Haiku poem by Letia y7 

A haiku is traditionally a Japanese poem consisting 
of three short lines that do not rhyme. 

RED NOSE DAY AT HUTTON GROVE 

We decided to celebrate 
Red Nose Day with an em-
phasis on having fun to-
gether back at school. 

Activities included bunting 
making, a hunt the red 
noses competition, optional 
superhero mask making, 
the wearing of something 
red and cooking red food.  Yassim  and Tia both-
made red nose day chocolate fudge cakes.  Elkie 
made red nose day chocolate fudge cakes with uni-
corns and rainbow hand made decorations.  Melissa 
created a Red Nose Day Turkish Meze menu with 

beetroot humus. 



HUTTON GROVE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  

 

George Year/12 and Liam Year/7 conducted Surveys on Teams 

Melisa Year/12 working on TEAMS  



SOUTHOVER SHAKESPEARE WEEK 

 

Shakespeare Week is a national annual celebration giving stu-

dents enriching and enjoyable experiences of  William Shake-

speare. We used a number of  resources linked to Shakespeare 

for use in the classroom, these included: a special Shakespeare 

quiz, converting plays into song and writing reviews of  the 

tragedies. 

Students have been studying Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth and 

Hamlet; examples of  their work can be found in this newsletter. 

During the week, students have been watching the Animated 

Tales, a BBC series of  half  hour animations based on Shake-

speare’s plays. Furthermore, we have immersed ourselves in 

Tudor times and discovered why William Shakespeare is con-

sidered the world’s greatest poet and playwright. 

Our young people have enjoyed arming themselves with a few 

choice Shakespearean insults. How about ‘Thou art like a toad; 

ugly and venomous’ (As You Like It ) or ‘Thou art pigeon- liv-

er’d and lack gall’ (Hamlet)? Similarly, The Manga series 

graphic novels of  Shakespeare’s plays have proved popular with 

those students who love superhero stories contemporary com-

ics as they are captivated by these  illustration – led retellings. 

SHAKESPEARE WEEK 2021  



SOUTHOVER ENGLISH LITERATURE A’LEVEL 

A Level English Literature encourages students to develop their interest in and enjoy-
ment of prose drama and poetry. Students must study a play by Shakespeare which 
involves extensive research and composition. They are required to explore ways in 
which the play is / has been interpreted by different cultures, over time. 

Below is our year 13student’s response to an OCR A Level question. 

VHamlet claims, 'frailty, thy name is woman' 
Using your knowledge of the play as a whole, show how far you agree with this view. 
Remember to support your answer with different interpretations. 
 

The protagonist of Shakespeare’s tragedy ‘Hamlet’ has many reasons to believe his misogynistic 
phrase ‘Frailty, thy name is woman’, as the two female characters possess little personality, ambition 
or strength. They are often reduced to mere apparatuses for the male characters, and they die in the 
wake of the feud between Hamlet and Claudius. Ophelia is a pawn to her father and the king, while 
Gertrude is frequently described as ‘submissive’ by 20th century critics like Barker. However, critic 
Heilbrum disagrees, and believes the queen to be intelligent, whereas interpretations of Ophelia vary 
from weak willed, to violently oppressed because she is living in a situation where female defiance is 
impossible.  

 

An instance of a female character proving Hamlet’s assertion to be correct is when Ophelia, the for-
mer lover of Hamlet, decides to deceive him at the wish of her father and the King. She is ‘loose’d’ 
out by Polonius to find the source of Hamlet’s ‘dangerous lunacy’, this enrages Hamlet. Ophelia al-
lowing herself to be used by men to further their goals only proves she is frail, and critics such as 
Helen Brown have stated that she has ‘no agency’ over her life and body. She is implored by Hamlet 
to ‘get… to a nunnery’, an Elizabethan euphemism for a brothel, further reinforcing his belief that she 
has been ‘whored’ just like his mother, the queen. Hamlet has previously called Polonius a 
‘fishmonger’, a euphemism for a pimp, furthering the notion that she is frail enough to be used by 
her father for profit.  

The scene where Hamlet confronts his mother and berates her for lack of ‘modesty’ is particularly 
interesting.  Gertrude does not put up much of a protest at the onslaught, showing her weakness 
and frailty. She begins defiantly with a command ‘thou wilt not murder me’, however, after the death 
of Polonius she resigns to short sentences, showing her shock and powerlessness at the hands of her 
son. Critics such as Jacqueline Rose have claimed that Hamlet is violent towards his mother because 
of his desire for her; this Oedipus complex is emphasized in Robert Icke’s 2016 stage production 
where Hamlet is depicted performing lewd acts upon Gertrude. Hamlet must have been certain of 
Gertrude’s weakness and passivity to perform such sexual acts upon his own mother. He brands Ger-
trude a ‘hypocrite’ and ‘wicked’; in the eyes of her son she is morally flawed,  weak enough  to marry 
the man who murdered her husband. It is this marriage that prompted the phrase, which this essay 
is based on, and the incestuous nature of Claudius’ marriage is referred to by Hamlet throughout the 
tragedy.    

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTHOVER ENGLISH LITERATURE A’LEVEL 

Continued….. 

Ophelia goes mad when her father dies, showing the extent of her reliance on men and the frailty 
which weakens her character. In contrast to Laertes who forms a rebellion and overpowers the 
King’s men as Ophelia sings and hands out flowers before taking her own life. Ophelia’s suicide have  
been interpreted by feminist critics such as David Leverenz (1978) as the result of the ‘patriarchal 
system personified’, as it consumes her and ends her life. During her manic outburst, in Kenneth Bra-
nagh’s 1996 film adaptation, Ophelia is hosed down with cold water, reminiscent of the treatment 
suffragettes received in the early 1900s The director appears to be depicting Ophelia as a woman 
attempting to escape the clutches of male domination while being violently suppressed, her only re-
lease is in death. Taking this view, it would be incorrect to describe her as frail, as she fights, but is 
ultimately conquered by the powerful men who rule Elsinore. 

The singular act of defiance by any female character in this play occurs during the denouement, 
when Gertrude drinks from the poisoned chalice, ending her life, and informing Hamlet of his uncle’s 
treachery. According to Rebecca Smith, she decides to show strength by defying the commands of 
Claudius and revealing the poison to Hamlet. ‘The drink… I have been poisoned!’, she exclaims, 
causing Hamlet to kill the King and end the tragedy. If Gertrude had not shown the courage to drink 
the poison meant for her son, the antagonist would have reigned, and Hamlet would be dead with 
Laertes taking the blame. The only time a female character in this tragedy decides to forgo frailty 
and face the antagonist head-on is in the most pivotal moment of the play, as the king’s reign is fi-
nally brought to an end.  

In conclusion, for the majority of this tragedy, the only two female characters are presented as both 
passive and frail; however, they do play important roles in the play, as their weaknesses are often 
the catalysts of the male characters’ schemes. Ophelia is employed as a spy by her father and used 
to present Hamlet’s ‘antic disposition’ by bearing the brunt of his rants. She ultimately commits sui-
cide, sparking a rebellion by her brother, who kills the protagonist. Gertrude is an enigmatic charac-
ter but is presented as weak because she marries the brother of her late husband, to the disgust of 
her son, who thinks she has ‘whore’d’ herself. She later betrays her husband’s wishes, exposing his 
murderous schemes and ending the reign of the king. Therefore, it is my opinion that the female 
characters in ‘Hamlet’ prove the protagonist’s assertion: ‘Frailty, thy name is woman’. 

 

Ahmed Year  

y13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHAKESPEARE WEEK AT SOUTHOVER 

Review of Macbeth by Yassim y13 

The title of the tragedy is Macbeth and it was 
written by William Shakespeare. The drama 
takes place in Scotland in the 1600’s. The plot 
begins in a battlefield with the main character 
fighting for his King, when the battle finishes 
Macbeth meets three witches who convince him 

to betray his Liege. They show him visions of his future as the King of Scotland. The 
lead characters are: Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, The King and his two sons Malcom and 
Donalbain, the three witches, Banquo and his son and Macduff. Lady Macbeth, in my 
opinion, was a wife who tried to make her husband’s dream come true but when she helps her 
husband kill the King and sees what it has done to her husband and how his guilt eats him 
alive and leads him to become mad she regrets everything she did. Lady Macbeth couldn’t 
see her husband suffer and blamed herself for pushing him to kill the King. 

 My favourite part of Macbeth was seeing how the regret changes Macbeth into a shell 
of a man and it shows what a guilty conscience can do to a man who was loyal to the person 
they ended up betraying. The tragedy ends when Macbeth meets a fatal demise at the 
hands of Macduff by being decapitated.  I would suggest this story to people that like to 
see order and calm restored. I would also recommend the tragedy to people that like to see a 
character’s moral compass destroyed by a fatal flaw within themselves. 

  



SOUTHOVER SHAKESPEARE WEEK 

Macbeth’s Demise 

 

Macbeth’s wife so lovely and bright  

turned to a witch and planned his 
demise  

persuaded him to take the daggers 
and the knifes  

and the only price was to take one 
life  

“Who’s hands are these? They pluck out mine eyes.” 

“I shame to wear a heart so cowardly and white.” 

“Tis the eye of childhood that fears a painted devil”  

If only she knew she wasn’t as right 

“Sleep no more! Macbeth has murdered sleep”  

The witches said: “All hail Macbeth, the king!  

Your time will come when the trees start moving.”  

You killed Duncan you don’t know what you’re doing 

Haunted by the vast disgrace  

of dispatching King Duncan with such haste… 

 

By Emile (Year 8) 

 



SOUTHOVER ENGLISH PERSUASIVE WRITING 

 

A persuasive writing letter by Hutton Grove student Melissa y14 

 
Dear Mr. Stanford  

 

I am writing to tell you my concerns about what’s been happening outside your 
restaurant and thought you might want to know if you are not aware already. 

 

I’ve noticed that your customers are carelessly littering on the pavement out-
side your restaurant, arguing quite loudly, crowding the entrance of your shop 
and generally making a lot of noise. It happens all the time even at night. 

 

I live nearby your restaurant and as it is open almost all day, my neighbours and 
I hear many noises coming from outside your shop. It is becoming irritating.  

 

However, I am not blaming you and saying it is your fault. As a suggestion you 
could talk to your customers if you come across them or you could call the po-
lice if it’s needed. It’s not nice and respectful for them to treat your place like 
this. 

 

Littering attracts rats and bugs which is unhygienic.  I hope these problems will 
be solved. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 Melissa  



SOUTHOVER ENGLISH WRITING 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sweden. 

Sweden is home to world innovation and simplicity. For instance, if 
you go into IKEA, you may find some extravagant items but they al-
ways have a use. Nothing is just for the novelty. Everything has a pur-
pose and a simplistic design.  This goes for most things in Sweden, 
there is generally always a functional use for an item. The Ennuden is 
a perfect illustration of this, made from canvas it serves as a useful 
space saving storage item, which simply hangs on the back of a door.  

  

Sweden has one of the lowest reoffending rates in the world. 
Their  prisons are humane and well thought out. You would think of 
them more as a residential rather than a prison. They provide relative-
ly comfortable provisions, where the inmates are treated well and giv-
en opportunities for study and self improvement. 

 

Sweden is known for its fresh rye bread and roasted coffee. The cui-
sine is usually extremely simple. There is literally no waste when it 
comes to food. If you have a look into the ingredients in their meat-
balls it includes all the offcuts. 

 

Article by Jack year 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTHOVER ENGLISH  Functional Skills Task 

By Yassim  y13  

Valentine’s Day – E2 Functional English tasks 

Alex makes a Red velvet cake for Chris. Alex gives it to Chris on Valentine’s Day. Chris’s mum 

lives in Australia. Chris emails his mum to tell her about the cake and the meal at the Black 

Bull. 

Write the email from Chris to his mum. 

Chris could tell his mum about: 

His evening at the Black Bull with Alex  

The cake that Alex made for him 

The weather in Exdale (in February) 

 

Dear Mum  

I am writing to tell you about the day I took Alex to the Black Bull Inn. It was our 

first date in the Black Bull Inn and I wanted to make our first Valentine’s Day spe-

cial. 

 We got there at 8:00pm but before that we went to Alex’s friend’s house to see 

them and their children.  

Later, when we arrived at the Black Bull Inn we ordered Rose Red Tomato, as a 

starter and Mixed Grill for the main, then for pudding we had chocolate cake to 

share.  

We had a lovely day. Alex baked me a delicious Red Velvet Cake. She gave it to me 

after we came home from the Black Bull. 

 The weather is dreadful, it is cold and wet. I bet you are have a sunny day in Aus-

tralia. 

Lots of love and hope to see you soon.  

From, 

Chris 



SOUTHOVER GALLERY—Art at the Gate 

 

The Patterns above are created by Tone (y11) in Krita using one of 
his own photographs. Photomontage below of Robot  hoovering 

created in Phototshop by Dylan (also y11). 



SOUTHOVER GALLERY -Art at the Grove 

 
 Tia y7 and Elkie y8 have been exploring colour and 

abstract forms having fun paint pouring in Art. 

Tia’s design for 
a superhero. 



Check out some highlights of the practical work carried out by some students. 

At The Grove: Aleika y12 thinks scientists need to do more innovating research in space to save 

planet earth . 

 

SOUTHOVER SCIENCE WEEK 5TH-14TH MARCH 

INNOVATING FOR THE FUTURE 

Yassim took part in an experiment as part of British Science 

Week 2021. The experiment involved placing several drops of 

food colouring onto a plate of milk before adding one drop of 

washing-up liquid. Milk is mainly made of water and the other 

big ingredient is usually fat. The dish soap bonds with the fat in 

the milk, and the bond is so strong that the water and food col-

ouring are pushed away and around the edges of the plate. 

Swirling the mixture to further displace the water and food col-

ouring creates an image we can liken to the distant galaxies in 

the universe.  



SOUTHOVER SCIENCE WEEK 5TH-14TH MARCH 

INNOVATING FOR THE FUTURE 

At the Gate:  LIAM’S WATER WHEEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the Man-
or: Casey investigated the process of boil- ing water to determine the 
boiling point. She predicted that: “the boiling point of water was 100℃’’.  However, her experiment re-
sults showed that it boiled at 96℃. She repeated the experiment and on average got the same results 
which surprised Casey. She also found out that after the water started boiling the temperature stopped 
rising! Casey drew the graph below and is now undertaking a research to explain her observations and 
draw up a conclusion . 
 

We used cardboard, plastic cups, 
paper fasteners, spindle and a plate. 

Then we drew lines to decide where 
the cups are going to go. 

We used a pencil to make a 

hole through for the spin-

dle. 

Next we attached the cups to the 
cardboard using the paper fasteners  

Now it is complete 
and ready to test .  
When we tested it 
the faster the water 
was running the fast-
er it went round. 



WORLD MATHS DAY— MATHS IS FUN ! 

World Maths Day took place on the 3rd of March 2021, is one of the world’s largest global 
educational events. The day aims to get primary and secondary school students excited and 
enthusiastic about learning Maths! 

This event is also intended to connect the global learning community and foster friendships 
between children of different cultures as they learn to excel in mathematics together.  

The theme for this year at The Southover Partnership was: Maths Is Fun !  

Mathematics is seen by many as hard, boring or both. But evidence suggests that a love of 
maths is no barrier to fun and humour, although a poor understanding of maths can have 
unpleasant consequences 

Simon Singh’s book “The Simpsons and Their Mathematical Secrets”, an entertaining and 
sometimes disconcerting book that details how the writers of The Simpsons have actually 
included countless high-brow maths references in the show, on account of how many of the 
main writing staff have advanced maths degrees. 

Let’s think about that for a second. The most popular TV show in history, an animated com-
edy, had a writing staff packed with 
maths experts! But whatever we can 
make of this, the fact that mathemati-

cians are behind the most successful comedy in history does somewhat annihilate 
the stereotypical view that maths, and by extension mathematicians, are no fun, or are 
"humourless". 

During World Maths Day, pupils at the Southover Partnership were able to access an online 
game package where they could solve math problems. In addition, those games has lots of 
different levels with some easy and others more complex. 

This a list of some of the online Maths games: 

Cool Maths Game: https://www.coolmathgames.com/  

 Topmarks: https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting  

 Sheppard Software: http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm  

 Ict Games : https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/index.html  

  

https://www.coolmathgames.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/math.htm
https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/index.html


WORLD MATHS DAY— MATHS IS FUN ! 

Pupils were also able to challenge themselves by attempting some quick and funny Maths 
problems that reinforce skills in multiplication, division, fractions, decimals, measurement, 
and more … 

There were some prizes for pupils who successfully completed a certain number of tasks: 

 £5 Amazon voucher for 10 questions completed with 80% success rate. 

Extra £5 for the pupil who has successfully completed the largest amount of work for each 
Key Stage 3 and 4(including 5) and for each 
site. 

This year’s winners are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Con-

gratulations to the winners and well done to all 
those who have taken part!!! 

 

Jean-robert Etonde 

Maths Coordinator 

From SPS: 

Liam W. (KS4 Winner) 

Dylan W. 

From HG 

Yassim M. (KS4 Winner) 

George K. (KS4 Co-winner) 

Melissa 

KM 

George B. (KS3 Winner) 

Tyler J. 



SOUTHOVER WORLD BOOK DAY 

 

Can you guess 

the member 

of staff with 

their favourite 

book? 



SOUTHOVER IMPORTANT EXAMS UPDATE 

Exams Update 

Following the decision to close schools a at the beginning of the spring 
term and not to go ahead with this summer’s  GCSE and A’lelvel exams, 
the exams boards are working hard with regulators and the government to 
make sure that young people who were due to take exams this summer 
get the qualifications they deserve. 
 
The school will be asked to submit a judgement about the grade we be-
lieve the student is currently working at.   To do this, we will be asked to 
take into account a range of evidence and data including performance in 
mock exams, classwork and non-exam assessment completed in and out of  
school this year.  This will be know as a TAG. 
 
For other qualifications such as BTECs or Entry Levels, that  either  have 
non-examination assessment or are able to sit papers on demand the sys-
tem will not change.  There might be in some cases modifications as to the 
amount of coursework required.  We will of course keep you informed of 
this. 
Please be reassured that all concerned are doing all they can to make sure 
that the new system is as fair and as robust as possible.  The results will 
be released during the week of 9th August (10th August for A-Levels and 
12th August for GCSEs) and will be indistinguishable from those provided 
in other years.    
 
  



STAY AT HOME STORIES 

OUR EXPERIENCES OF LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

The last lockdown was announced during the Christmas holiday. 

By Gianluca y12 

 

I couldn’t go and see my Grand Parents, so I spent Christmas at home I re-
ceived lots of presents for Christmas. My mum bought me a smart watch that 
works like a phone and some new clothes. The thing I like most about my Apple 
watch is that it can measure my steps to keep me active. My Dad gave me a 
new moon light which I can charge and change the colour with a remote con-
trol. The red light is my favourite colour mode. 

During lockdown, after Christmas, school learning took place on Teams. I liked 
learning online because I have my own space in my room and no one was both-
ering me and it was quiet. I practiced my music sometimes and I went out for 
walks and bike rides. I relaxed in my room mostly and I spent time with my 
family. Sometimes I got bored and sometimes I enjoyed being at home. One 
thing that I disliked was when I experienced technical problems and my laptop 
would sometimes slow and would freeze, or my camera wouldn’t turn on. This 
could be quite frustrating and other times, occasionally, I got bored at home.  

Some of the things I learnt during Lockdown 3 was the difference between 
opera and musicals in Music, how to summarise information in English, how to 
manage money in Maths and about eating healthily. Did you know that Opera 
music consists only of singing whilst musicals consists of singing and speaking? 
To keep your money safe, you should never give your pin number to anyone. I 
learnt in cooking that you should have a balanced diet from different food 
groups like carbohydrate, protein, fruit and vegetables and dairy which contains 
calcium which is good for our bones and muscles. 

I am happy to be back at school and I am hoping we won’t go into a lockdown 
again because it can get really boring! I’m looking forward to being able to go 
to the gym again and to be able to travel abroad on holidays by airplane. 

 



STAY AT HOME STORIES 

OUR EXPERIENCES OF LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

LOCKDOWN 3 by Dylan y11 

 

What better way to ruin Christmas then to cancel it. One week before it begins. Yay, Thank Bo-

ris!...Well, that was idiotic. Now for more online lessons then Trump’s attempts at Tax evasion. 

But on the bright side, two of my favourite games are about to be on full release. Err, that’s it. 

I thought there was more than that. Anyway I got some good things at Christmas, which I 

have forgotten about.  Errm, moving on… 

So, back to back to online learning…… *inhale* Yeaaah… Among other things, I learnt about 

persuasive techniques in writing and how to organise my writing in paragraphs with topic sen-

tences. In Cookery, I learnt how to make cookies. 

In my spare time, I built a virtual farm on Clone Drone in the danger zone with a cool anima-

tion. It’s actually more complicated than you think. First, you have to find the robot you want. 

Connect it to a trigger so it doesn’t attack you. Then, you have to create a new animation, 

click on the robot and enable manual animation. Then, add upper and lower body key frames 

and then you have to get the timing right and……cjfhnbzs 

 

It just all comes together as a big mess. 

The good thing about being back in school is PE because I like hitting people with a dodge ball 

and not getting into trouble. 



 

SOUTHOVER LOCKDOWN  STAFF GALLERY 
A selection of photographs produced by our staff during lockdown on the themes of 

Pets, Light and Dark, Reflections, The Natural Environment and Snow. 



OUTREACH STAY AT HOME STORIES 

OUR EXPERIENCES OF LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

This experience comes from student, who wishes to remain anonymous, who has been receiving 
work through her computer everyday, for the last few months. We think she is very brave articulat-
ing her feelings. 

I really look forward to my lessons with my teachers. It is the only time that I can see other faces 
in my day. I have got used to looking at my computer as we do fun things. I have gardened and 
planted a sunflower from seed. I go and have a look at it in the garden everyday, and water it. I 
know it sounds silly, but when I look at that sunflower it gives me hope, and I know that things will 
get better. I have found lockdown to be strange and difficult, but comforting in being able to follow 
a routine at home. I’m looking forward to seeing my teachers at home, we can then start going out 
together. I’m making a list of all the things we can do, I’m really looking forward to going swim-
ming, feeling alive. It will happen soon.  

 

 

 

Mamoud with his teaching staff  Irina and Jawahir, in Outreach was learning all about 3D shaped 

and their properties. After watching a video, and naming service vehicles, he created his own spe-

cial street by using blocks.  The street brings the community together, mixing maths with new vo-

cabulary.  



OUTREACH STAY AT HOME STORIES 

OUR EXPERIENCES OF LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

  

 

Christina, a student in Outreach used the time she had lockdown as an opportunity to really think 
about what she wanted to achieve in her life. 

As part of Christina's BTEC, she has set some long-term and short-term goals. Priya, her teacher,  
asked Christina to make a poster of her goals, which she placed on her bedroom wall. This poster 
serves to motivate, encourage and inspire Christina to stay on track in her learning and life. In 
outreach sessions they often refer to these goals , they are personal and meaningful to Christi-
na.    

 



OUTREACH STAY AT HOME STORIES 

OUR EXPERIENCES OF LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

With Mother’s day, the same  Outreach student , Christina, wrote this message in her card that she made for her mum. She utilised 

previous learning on creative writing to express gratitude for everything her mother does for her all year long. 

Dear Mum  

M   is for Meeting needs 

O   is for opening hearts 

M   is for making memories 

L   is for laughter 

O   is for openness 

V   is for values 

Sandra and Cynthia, another two of our brilliant teachers in Outreach are working with a non-verbal ASD 4year old student. 

There have been challenges with online learning. Consequently, a decision was made to combine online learning with a drop

-off of resources - tasks are set to match the learning and age capability. The student has been getting on brilliantly with 

most of the resources (staff have been working closely with the family to get feedback on which resources have not only 

been a hit, but have also enhanced learning). The learning resources have incorporated the student’s interests which in-

cludes: cats, cars, aeroplanes, trains, colours and matching activities. 

Examples of such resources are outlined below: 

 

 

 
 

Images of cats used to extend knowledge, identify which cats are the 

same, further develop fine motor skills, recall colours, point at “cat” and 

solve a puzzle. 

Use of numbered clothes pegs and numbered clothes to: recognise, identify, match and order numbers. Also used to know the 

names of garments and/or match them to real items of clothing. The numbered items of clothing can be used by pegging them 

on the washing line using the corresponding numbered clothes peg. The last 2pegs (after 10) can be used to make two-digit 



 

Below are resources  used to experience working on repeating patterns 

PECS (pictorial exchange communication system) cards used to help non-verbal students in communicating their needs. 

Nia Wheatley,  Head of Outreach services 

It is truly important to see what we have all been able to accomplish together 
since the Christmas holidays through this pandemic. Over 95% of our Outreach 
students have consistently engaged through our remote learning and continue to 
work hard, week in, week out with their teaching team, and make extraordinary 
progress in such a difficult time. I have recently read a parable about ‘The Cob-
bler’s Boots’. The story is about a cobbler who was responsible for repairing the 
boots of everybody in his village. He didn’t have time to repair his own boots and 
soon, his feet became so blistered and torn that he started to limp. The message is 
to this little parable is clear, it is so important that each of us takes the time for 
wellbeing and self-care, to seek balance in our lives, where it can be difficult to 
find.  

Matching cards used to play matching 
games or snap. If the cards are 
turned face down, they can be used 
as a memory game. 


