
As shown on every page of this 
newsletter, it has been another 
high achieving term for our 
community. The sheer variety 
of activities, the academic out-

comes and the social development I have 
witnessed on every visit to every site is 
testament to the hard work and commit-
ment of our students, their families and 
our highly dedicated staff.  
I hope that the tips at the end of this 
newsletter will be of use to both students 
and parents next term. We are looking 
forward to the start of the next term as 
signs of spring abound around us and the 
successes of this term light up all our 
moods. I look forward to seeing everyone 
in April fully rested and ready to take on 
the challenge of GCSEs and other final ex-
aminations without undue stress or anxie-
ty. We are fully confident in the ability of 
our students and wish everyone the best 
of luck in their exams.  
Dayo Okunlola, Head Teacher 

HELLO TO NEW FACES, GOODBYE TO OLD 

This term Georgina, Luke and Emma joined the Southover staff team and we said 

goodbye to Tariq, Alysha, June and Lucas. Kelly said farewell with her baby bump, 

then popped in to see us with beautiful little Ethan.  We wish SPS student Asharna 

good luck in her move. 

Summer Term 
Dates for the 
Diary: 

Inset Day: Tuesday 
23rd April 

Learning Review 
Day: Wednesday 
24th April 

May Day Bank 
Holiday: Monday 
6th May 

Half-term: Monday 
27th May to Friday 
31st May 

Presentation Day: 
Thursday 18th July 
 
Inset Day & End 
of Term: Friday 
19th July 

365 Days Lovelier Than Before! 

We sang Happy Birthday to students;  JJ, George, Mahmoud, 

Kareem, Milona, Melissa, Zuriel, Jack, JJ and George.  

Members of staff: Kelly, Simon, Lorna, Ana B, Dan, Dee, Paolo,  

Russell, Fred, Thierno, Anahita, Davut, Emily, Danielle, Ian, Jenny, 

Anne and Dayo. 

 

 
SCHOOL TERMLY TIMES  

SPRING 2019 

Reflections of 

Spring at the 

Allotment 

By Sam y11 

 



Science Week at the Manor... 

 

 

 

 

           By Alice 

We ended this year’s journey through 

the British Science Week with a science 

assembly appropriately named (guess 

what?) Journeys. During our informal 

gathering we attempted a look at our 

own, humble existence in the context of 

the journey of our universe from the Big 

Bang to today and we concluded that 

“we are made of stardust” and… 

Spring is upon us and, as usual, 

March brings with it, for our students 

and the Science department, British 

Science Week which this year had 

“Journeys” as an overarching theme. 

To celebrate that, we had a choice of 

activities at KM: a “Journeys” poster 

competition for the KS3 students, on 

any related subjects such as  physical 

journeys, personal journeys,  

technology development as a journey 

and the list goes on; a “make your 

own water filter” competition for the 

KS4 students to give them a chance 

to reflect on the journey of drinking 

water; a trip - or shall I say journey - 

to the Science Museum where the 

IMAX 3D experience -technological 

advance itself- gave our students a 

chance to glimpse into the wonders 

of technological progress as they 

watched the journey of Hubble, 

NASA’s eye on the Universe. 

 



More Science Week at the Manor... 

 

  

 

 

 

Journey  
through the stars 

There is no better way to describe our 
school trip then the above title, which 
coincidentally ties in with the theme 
of our Science Week this year—
journeys. As with many things that 
are subject to perception and individ-
ual interpretation, science as a subject 
matter is a continuous journey of ad-
vancement, exploration and discovery. 

On Tuesday 19th March our small group of  

7 made a journey to the Science Museum. The 

group comprised of Benjy, Carlo and  

Leon, accompanied by Alice (Science  

Teacher), Richard, Violeta and Fola.  

Together we explored a union of two of the 

biggest advancements in travel and  

technology, brought to us in 3D by the  

cinematic wonder that is the IMAX. We were 

able to share a journey of discovery with the 

NASA astronauts who constructed and 

launched the “Hubble”, a global space  

telescope responsible for bringing us images of 

our galaxy. Next we moved on to the star at 

the centre of our universe, the Sun, where our 

journey concluded with the realisation that we 

have so much more to discover and learn 

about our world.                       By Fola 



Maths at the Manor…. 

Thursday the 14th of March 2019 was World Maths Day and, 

just like last year, we celebrated our love of maths by taking 

part in online events in which millions of children across the 

world sought to break a world record by answering as many 

maths questions and attempting as many activities as possible. 

Just like last year, the pupils were given their own username 

and password to access the Mathletics’ website. Pupils from all 

our three sites went head-to-head against students around the 

country and from across the globe by answering rapid-fire 

questions, hoping to push our school to the top of the international league tables.  

Children received points for every question they answered correctly or any activity they 

successfully completed. The more tests they took – up to a maximum of 500 over the 48 

hour period of the contest – the more points they amassed. The highest-scoring children 

in each age group will receive either Gold, Silver or Bronze medals, with a World Maths 

Day trophy on offer for the most successful class/school. Past results during this event 

have shown that students will make significant improvements in their mental arithmetic 

s k i l l s  a n d  h a v e  f u n  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In total, our pupils spent 11 hours and 48 minutes taking the tests with an average of 38 

minutes per pupil. They completed 57 different activities in total with an average success 

score of more than 85%. The following pupils were the highest scorers across the three 

sites and they all received a Bronze Medal from the organisers of the competition: 

Jaanzaib:   1077 points 
Liam:   1172 points 
Jack :   1236 points 
Stephen:   1329 points 
Andrew:   1482 points 
Carlo:   2155 points   

Well done to everyone, Jean-Robert Etonde 

Achievement ( Activities and Tests) 

Student Year-Grade 
Available Activi-

ties 
Total Attempted 

≥ 

85% 

50 - 

84% 

< 

50% 
7 1,557 31 27 3 1 
8 1,320 5 3 2 0 
9 459 15 8 6 1 
10 4,574 5 5 0 0 
11 814 1 1 0 0 
12 405 0 0 0 0 

      
Whole School 9,129 57 44 11 2 



 

Clippety-Clop at the Manor... 

 

 

The minibus journey begins in heavy rain. Benjy, 

Ibrahim, Leon, Khaleem and the Newsletter  

reporters on board to the stables. During the 

drive up from Apex Corner Leon reveals 

an anxious prophesy that the session will be  

cancelled. The ride along Totteridge Lane is 

measured by the metronomic monotony of the 

wipers. By the time we turn into Barnet Lane the 

rain has stopped. Sunlight breaks through and the 

black cloud is transformed into a mountainous 

landscape shifting into the distance. 

Out of the minibus, worry free. On with water-

proof jackets and helmets.  

 

 

Soon Benjy and Leon are mounted on Alice and Arthur. Both riders are now able to 

handle their horses at walking speed without help, turn left, right and stop. So  

sedately, serenely, almost hypnotically they move around the arena, negotiating 

obstacles arranged in slaloms, stepping over poles laid on the ground like cattle 

grids, effortlessly. Khaleem calmly  discusses terms with his mount Bibi. He tells 

her he loves her, whispering into her ear. He comes close to accepting a place on 

the empty saddle - but Bibi is made to wait a bit longer. The stable cat stalks by 

and takes his attention. Ibrahim succeeds in mounting his steed and grins  

triumphantly. How voraciously contentment consumes time. Already Benjy and  

Leon have to dismount. Helmets go back in the storeroom, waterproof jackets into 

the minibus. A crow preens itself on the branch of an oak tree.  

Lunch in the minibus. The windows become steamy, the outside world vague.  

Benjy confesses he finds the sessions calming. Leon ambitiously wants longer  

sessions, to be free to ride across the fields - well, maybe next week.  By Richard 



PE News From The Gate…………... 

This term we have given students the opportunity to focus on one particular sport, 

badminton, for a period of eight weeks. All the students really benefited from play-

ing and being taught for an extended period of time and it has allowed them to 

make good progress and improve their ability in this sport. There were some epic 

singles matches between Liam versus Jack, Ahmed versus Tom and Jeremiah versus 

Frank, and staff really had to be on top of their game when playing doubles against 

the students. Using Enfield Drill Hall for the afternoon group meant they also has the 

opportunity to watch and play alongside club players. 

In recognition of their progress, commitment and determination this term, students 

enjoyed a reward session at Jump-In, Enfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



More News From The Gate……... 

Gillespie Park Ecology Centre 

Jack, Liam, Esmerelda and Emma went to the Ecology Centre in Islington to look at 

the ponds and wildlife scattered over the 2.8 Hectare nature reserve. The park’s Ecolo-

gy Centre gives advice on wildlife, gardening and sustainable living. In the summer 

months you could see around 244 different species of plants, 94 species of birds and 

24 types of butterflies. As well as enjoying counting species, Jack and Liam  enjoyed 

climbing on the wooden and stone structures. 

 

 

   

 

 

 

      



Red Nose News From The Gate…………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

 

We had a week of fun filled activities to raise money for Comic Relief.  

The activities included a basketball shoot-out where we had 30  seconds 

to see how many baskets we could score. Liam was the winning student 

with 6 baskets scored and Socrates won the staff with a score of 9 . We 

also had a ‘Nose and Spoon Race’ with Ahmed and Natasha being the 

fastest. Gianluca and Ahmed baked delicious cupcakes to sell and we all 

wore red on Friday whilst tucking into our very red ‘Bring and Share 

Lunch.’ We managed to raise a fantastic £40.66!  



Ministry of Science Live review by Gianluca 

I went to Millfield  Theatre  in Edmonton on Tuesday 19/3/19 at 12.20 pm. I went 

with Natasha, Emma, Esmeralda and Liam. We watched the Ministry of Science Live 

and I saw lots of experiments like a Fire Tornado, the Plasma Ball and children rub-

bing balloons on their head to make static electricity which made their hair stand up 

afterwards! The scientists were also ‘catching shadows’ and after we saw explosions 

made by mixing nitrogen which has a temperature of -196 degrees Celsius and boil-

ing hot water which has a temperature of 100 degrees Celsius. The last experiment 

was a big balloon filled with hydrogen and oxygen which they used fire to burst and it 

made the loudest bang I have ever heard in my life! We covered our ears as hard as 

we could. This was my favourite part of the show! I did not dislike anything. 

 

     

Final News From The Gate…………. 



News from the Hut……. 

 

 

 

Forget your usual oversized multiplex this year because the big screen experience is 

to be had right here at Hutton Grove! With packed lunches to gorge on and a state-of

-the-art home projector at hand, students and staff alike are invited every Monday 

lunchtime to choose from a whole range of films to watch. 

Kicking off the Autumn term in true blockbuster style we saw Doctor Strange fol-

lowed by Rogue One: A Star Wars Story. More recently, however, things have taken a 

turn towards the leftfield, having just wrapped up Isle of Dogs and now moving on 

to director Wes Anderson’s previous animated effort Fantastic Mr. Fox. 

Anderson’s unique blend of various animation styles—paired with his 

equally singular sense of humour—has proven a big hit with viewers, 

becoming an early film club favourite. Will the next screening choice 

follow a similarly outlandish trend or will we have yet another major 

franchise instalment on our hands? The audience will have to decide!  

 

I enjoy cooking and it’s also a 

useful skill to have. My favourite 

dish is sushi and stir fry, I have 

tried many other dishes like cal-

amari etc… they came out very much successful. Deserts are deli-

cious especially one of my favourites which is the baked cheese cake 

it has many flavourings and sensations!      Y12 Student 

BTEC LEVEL 2 HOME 

COOKING y12 & y13 

Kareem y13 baked his own   
18th birthday giant cupcake! 



News from the Hut……. 

On Friday 22nd March, SPS and HG joined together to participate in a fun filled lesson at Jump 

In, Enfield. The students were more than happy to show off their skills, attempt new jumps and 

flips, and have good fun acting like gladiators and playing dodgeball! 

The day was well deserved, with the students at Hutton Grove having engaged in a variety of 

sports this term, and making good progress with their Entry Levels. 

We have visited Alexandra Palace twice to build on student’s (and staff’s!) love of the sport. It 

has been quite incredible seeing them go from nervy novices to majestic masters of the ice! We 

have been able to squeeze in a bit of pool at Lyonsdown whilst playing some table tennis. In-

door sessions have allowed students to engage in fun games that test catching abilities and re-

action times, skills transferrable to be an excellent slip catcher in cricket! Students have also 

been taking on staff in various tennis games, and the staff definitely need to up their game – 

there has been fantastic (and testing!) ability on show. 

As well as these, the students have worked hard on their batting in cricket, skills in badminton 

and basketball, developing their squash abilities and experimenting more with their football skills 

– the progress and growth in confidence has been brilliant. Football, basketball and tennis have 

been a hit with many of the students this term. It has been great at PE for those at Hutton 

Grove!  By Davut Unsal, PE Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TA Sam and Shae 

battling it out on 

the bar. 

Mahmoud doing a    

Zebedee impres-

sion! 

Kareem imperson-

ating an eagle! 

Sam seems to be 

relaxing as normal!! 



News from the Hut……. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

COMIC RELIEF AT HUTTON GROVE 

Iced muffins were baked as part of the BTEC Home Cook-

ing course,  decorated, sold and consumed.  Vanilla and 

chocolate—hard to tell which flavour was the best as they 

were both delicious.  Wear something red included jump-

ers, t-shirts, scarves and coats.  Just to prove you can hav-

ing fun whilst raising money and thinking of others. 

Kareem y13 has been working on a  Viking sword and shield project for his arts 

award.  The sword is made of Styrofoam; cut to shapes, glued and carved.  The shield 

is a mixture of card and Modroc with real leather decorations and metallic paint and 

waxed. 



World Book Day 

March 2nd 2017 

 

World Book Day is a celebration! It is a celebration of authors, books and (most importantly) it is a 

celebration of reading. In fact it is the biggest celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO, a 

worldwide celebration of books and reading, marked in over 100 countries all over the world. 

This is the 20th Year there’s been a World Book Day; Southover students and staff marked the oc-

casion by dressing as their favourite book character or author. An array of characters were on dis-

play. At Hutton Grove we had: Harry Potter (Kayla), Rambo (Rhys), Alice in Wonderland, Portrait of 

a lady, the Queen of Hearts, Virginia Wolf, the Mad Hatter, a witch from Harry Potter and the 

Handmaiden’s Tale. 

At lunchtime, we all joined in with our annual World Book Day Quiz, which included a wide range 

of questions from Game of Thrones to Les Miserables. Sam was the overall winner at Hutton 

Grove with the partnership of Zuriel and Stacey taking first place at Southgate. 

All students received a voucher they could exchange for a book at any bookshop! 

Even More News From The Hut……. 

WORK EXPERIENCE WEEK 

During the week of 28th of January, I began my work experience at a local sweet shop 

called Hopscotch.  

Hopscotch is more than just a sweet shop, it’s a utopia for sugars addicts, full of 

sweets, tea, Cake-craft, Pop Tarts, Twinkies and A LOT MORE. 

I worked with the proprietors of the shop to: price products; enter PLU codes; made 

quid bags and orders; made a poster and served customers. I enjoyed every minute of 

working at Hopscotch and I learnt a lot of what goes into running a business, the or-

ganised madness behind it all.  

I found the most enjoyable thing to be pricing/labelling and entering the PLU, PLU’s are 

Product Lookups, are basically the barcodes. 

Work experience is a valuable resource which is incredibly hard to get, I suggest any 

opportunity you receive, you just take it!     

A visit from Sam on Friday 8th February 

 



Student Voice Meeting 

by Leon from KM 

I was very proud to be chosen as the Key Stage 3 Student Voice Representative 
for Kingsbury Manor. Jaanzib is doing it for Key Stage 4 students and there are 
others from the other two school sites. This means other students can ask us to 
tell the Head Teacher and others what they would like to change about the 
school. I go to meetings and I pass this on to staff.  

The first meeting in February was very useful and it was at Hutton Grove. I had talked to other stu-

dents and we decided to suggest these ideas. I asked for school uniforms for trips to make it safer if a 

student gets lost. This was not agreed in the meetings. The main  point that I asked for is for a longer 

residential trip. Last year’s trip was good but one night away isn’t enough. They should be two nights. 

Every one in the meeting agreed with me and this made me feel good.  

Student Voice 

Notes From Student Voice February meeting. 

Students chatted about how break times are used on different sites and it was agreed that all students 

enjoyed the residential trip in the summer of last year and everyone felt that they liked the opportuni-

ty to mix with students that they don’t see every day.  

 

There was a suggestion of a student voice page in the newsletter where views can be expressed from 

students and activities may be planned for future trips, as well as a “review page” for students to 

share opinions on books, films, games or anything else they want to discuss! 

STUDENT VOICE LOGO COMPETITION 

 Open to all Southover Partnership School Students.  Prize—Amazon voucher!! 

 To be used on the Termly Newsletter page, perhaps for a badge, to go on the header 

of meeting notes. 

 Deadline for submission—June 30th 2019.  Pass your designs to your student rep. 

 

Your Student Voice Representatives 

A big thank you very much to Kareem and Mahmoud from Hutton Grove, Leon and J-Z from Kings-

bury and Frank and Kaan from SPS who have been your student representative for the past year.  It 

is now time for a new committee to be formed and we look forward to hearing about your ideas and 

those of students at your site at  the next Student Voice meeting in the summer term. 



Role Model Career Event 

REPORT BY  Kingsbury Manor student J-Z y13 

 

On Thursday 14th March, I attended Careers Day 

at Hutton Grove. This was a very useful day and I 

will explain all about it. There was an introduction 

explaining what would be covered during the day, 

which included planning a CV, making a list of 

questions and preparing model questions. This 

event was organised by Santander Bank and it was called The Workwise 

Workshop. I spoke to Maria who was the Careers Adviser. She worked for 

Santander she has lots of advice about interviews, CVs and career oppor-

tunities, to help us to do well in interviews and how to behave when em-

ployers are asking questions. I learnt it is very important to listen carefully 

and quietly while the interviewer is speaking and to answer their question 

very carefully. At the end of an interview always ask at least one relevant 

question to show that you are interested in the job, and at the end of it all 

ask for feedback after the interview. For CVs we were shown how to write 

one and what important details to include. We also looked at different CVs 

and got to vote on which one was the best. This was good for me because 

now I have some knowledge of what to do when I’m applying for a job. 

At the end of the day I was pleased I learnt so much. I now feel confident 

about applying for jobs. 

 

 

Anita, our careers advisor, organised for Santander Business Consultant and Manager 

Maria Costa  to  run a role model career event for some of our senior students.  The 

event was organised by Founders4schools—a free online platform that links schools 

with employers within their community.  Maria attended with two of her colleagues.  

Our students who attended were Sam  y11, Melissa y12, Kareem y13, Ahmed y11, 

Zuriel y11 and J-Z y13. 



 

It was that time of the year again… time 

for the British Science Week! Typically 

lasting from 8-17 March, many schools 

use this month to promote STEM, or 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing, Arts, Maths) related topics. This will 

happen via many fun activities, in and 

out of the classroom. They promote crea-

tivity, problem solving, curiosity, along 

with collaboration and other social skills. 

The goal is to make children enthusiastic 

about science and engineering in a practical fashion; encourage 

them to explore how things work, or even discover a career path. 

Social benefits for the community can also arise. 

This year, there was the national Poster Design competition, 

where the topic was Journeys; either literal transports, or life cy-

cle of products and chemical compounds that change over time. 

In Southover Partnership we had a Water Filter Competition, 

where SPS students got very excited and with the valuable assis-

tance of their TAs, they made their own filters with simple materi-

als, using their creativity and showing initiative! Ahmed and 

Kaan’s filters reached the final stage and they both deserve congratulations. An Amazon 

voucher will be awarded to the winner too! 

 



SOUTHOVER ON THE FARM 

Winter down on the Sweet Tree Farm.  David Cunnea, Teacher 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities this term: 

t’s been a very mild winter but a very blowy one down here on the farm.  A little bit of snow but 

not enough to get out the snowboard.  We also had a mini heat wave for a week and nearly 

used my factor 50 in February.  That would have been a first.  

How many storms names can you remember this winter?  Catherine, Emma, Gertrude?  (And be-

fore anyone interjects, no this is not a list of my old girlfriends!).  

We’ve had a very busy term with many activities and farm tasks as usual down here on Sweet 

Tree Farm.  Most of the students have been involved in woodworking skills with Richard and 

Russell, making boxes to sell for Mother’s Day. 

It’s lambing season again!  So we are eagerly waiting for the new lambs, Gemma says we’re 

waiting for a full moon.  Apparently the moon draws their water (any science teachers want to 

give a better explanation?).  Collecting eggs is another one of our happy and muddy tasks here 

on the farm.  Liam is becoming and egg hunter extraordinaire.  He will hunt out any egg, at any 

time, in any place. 

Cooking pancakes has been the staple meal on the farm, this term, and waistlines are beginning 

to show.  Jack and Carlo gave the tractor a spring wash.  Never have I seen such a clean tractor 

in all my life.  Some others students and staff may have got wet also.  We have a farm quiz at 

the end of the day and many eggs have been won too numerable to mention.  

Looking forward to the spring!  Au Revoir from Sweet Tree! 



SOUTHOVER WORLD BOOK DAY 

 A SELECTION OF QUESTIONS FROM THE WORLD BOOK DAY QUIZ MARCH 7th 2019.  How did you do? 

Roald Dahl’s best-selling book has sold nearly 80 million copies.  Is it: 

A      The Witches 

B       The Wonderful Story of Henry Sugar 

C       James and the Giant Peach. 

The highest grossing film of 2018 was a super hero film based on 2 marvel comic characters.  Was it: 

A       X-men Apocalypse? 

B       Ant-man and the Wasp? 

C       Incredibles 2? 

Snowball and Napoleon are characters in Animal Farm written by George Orwell. They are: 

A        Lamas 

B         Tigers 

C         Pigs 

Which Shakespeare play is about the downfall of a king of Scotland? 

A         Richard 111 

B         Macbeth 

C         Romeo and Juliet 

The best-selling comic book of the modern era has sold over 7million copies.  It is: 

A        X-men 

B        Superman 

C        Spawn 

Which John Steinbeck novel tells the story of 2 migrant workers in 1930’s California? 

A       The Grapes of Wrath 

B        The Pearl 

C        Of Mice and Men 

The best-selling fictional book of all time, in the world is? 

A    Lord of the Rings 

B     A Tale of Two Cities 

C     Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone 

The best-selling fictional book of all time, in the UK is? 

A    The Da Vinci Code 

B  Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows 

C  Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time 

Answers: 

1:B 

2:B 

3:C 

4:B 

5:A 

6:C 

7:B 

8:B 



SOUTHOVER SHORT STORY 

 BY SAM y11  

DESCRIPTIVE WRITING:  

DESCRIBE AN INTERESTING EXPERIENCE 

Energetically, I riffled through my big, beige bag for my heavy, well-worn and 

deeply comfortable boots, before putting on my warm knitted pair of gloves. My 

fellow climbers, were affected by the contagious nervousness but I was unaffected 

as I was as hard as the rocks that formed this mountain 

My tough skin can resist the bitter wind unlike my companions who were shivering 

like vulnerable, tiny kittens in the icy fresh snow. I was marching ahead, whilst 

they tipped toed forward ever so slightly; I gradually grew impatient and aban-

doned them!  

Trenching trough, a treacherous snow covered path. Half way up the others felt 

drained of energy, and some even collapsed with a screech like a tortured deer. 

Whilst I was still full of energy and roaring to reach to the cloudless white peak.  

Suddenly, I was taken aback with the beauty of the snow wrapping its self around 

the mountain like a soft silk duvet. We clambered to the summit before collapsing 

from exhaustion. The thin air tasted like mint leaves, and our taste buds were beg-

ging for a hot cuppa.  

I perched atop a rock and bellowed on the top of my voice until it grew hoarse. 

“Hurrah we have made it, let’s go to the pub lads. Last one down has to pay for 

CERTIFICATE      

PRESENTATION 

EVENT 
We were so proud to be able 

to celebrate achievements 

and present pupils past and 

present with their examina-

tion certificates. 



SOUTHOVER SHORT STORY BY AHMET Y10 

Write the opening of a story describing the interaction of two people with very differ-
ent backgrounds? 

Sands of the Garden 

 

Arvio, a gardener in his fortieth moon, was called inside. Rituals that prepared him, with more spirit-
uality than Arvio ever had conducted, had finally ended. He had been given his clothes back, a 
rough spun shirt, a jacket made from goat hair, trousers and his father’s belt. Arvio was himself 
again. He eyed the others, sitting on colourful pillows, revising their tasteful and eccentric experi-
ence, exceeding the amount of existential confidence imaginable by Arvio.  
 Subtly nervous, he looked around. Finally the taskmaster came back; a short but sturdy man, 
wearing a velvet cape around his grey shirt. He was crowned with a goat’s head; a wise yet filthy 
animal. His black and painful eyes told Arvio of many livings that gave strength to the man, broke 
and reshaped his motion of life.  
 Calmly he called, but fiery and sour. He felt strongly about things that were not and hated the 
things that were. He was sour as he was wise. The taskmaster led Arvio past the beaded curtain. 
They shackled and spread. Inside, light and dark teased playfully. Arvio had been warned; what he 
would see there was a reflection of his subconscious, nothing was placed there willingly, and noth-
ing could be taken out by force. In addition, there was the elegance of a goddess.  
 Lady of Time, they called her. Doomed was the soul who ignored her. She was also the prod-
uct of Arvio’s mind, therefore there was nothing more beautiful than her, besides his betrothed, 
who lay inside the sands of time. She evaded the sand falling above, with the knowledge that there 
was no escape. Her duplicate eyed her and mused. Not cruel, but not lovely. 
 “Who be you?” she asked with a voice that echoed youngly in Arvio’s mind.  
 “I am Arvio the Convert. I have been told of your presence by both my teachers of Buddhism 
and my family’s teachers.” 
 “Indeed you have,” she answered. “What you ask of me cannot be done.” 
 Arvio was not sure what he asked of her, and then he decided. “I ask you let not wither what 
is fresh.” 
 The Lady of Time imitated Arvio’s voice and experience. “Give me my love back.” Then she 
added with hers. “That can’t be done. I don’t own the power.” 
 Arvio gathered the fire inside him. “You will!” he snarled, without the authority or the audacity 
needed.  
 Drowning her eyes in embarrassment, which he felt for the complicated emotions her client 
experienced, the lady spoke softly. “She will drown once the timer rans out of sand. Nothing can be 
done.” 
 “Flip it!” 
 “The one to touch this will be wiped from existence.” 
 Arvio took the timer and flipped it sideways. Now the sands didn’t fall, they lay flat, and his 
wife had room to breath. Meanwhile Arvio’s past and the future were put in a boiling cauldron. He 
was the only one that loved something enough to abandon his existence. Therefore there was no 
one to flip it again. 
 “Inside the glass there is no death nor change. She will wait inside, without hungering or 
thirsting, for a men of valour the exchange his existence with the saving of Arvio’s wife. When that 
time comes she will peacefully drown at last.”  



SOUTHOVER SHORT STORY 

Write the opening of a story about 2 characters from different backgrounds…….BY KAREEM y13 

“This is looking fantastic Justin! Your direction for story and cooperative play is just incredible!” 

beamed Ansem. Ansem is the founder of the famous company Expedite, he takes part in the de-

velopment of the games by helping create the soundtrack, programming and visual effects. 

“Well, our company is known for creating some of the best multiplayer games out there, why not 

keep our reputation high by creating an online version of these games? Oh, and try not to be too 

enthusiastic, you’re scaring the other customers in the diner,” Justin chuckled. He was employed 

by Ansem during their university days, mainly working on story, In time, Justin was promoted to 

CEO as he as he developed great leadership skills. “You’re pretty insane yourself, Ansem,” Justin 

modestly claimed. 

Ansem Wise single-handedly created the game company Expedite, during his research into the 

creation of video games, Ansem flawlessly learnt to: code, create visual effects and extend his 

musical knowledge for the use of video games. His scholarship money from Maths, English and 

Philosophy helped fund the company and the creation of the game engine Ansem created, which 

all their games would use. Though he was nurtured by [his mother, father and servants] the 

people around him from such a young age, he has developed a strong independence. 

Justin Blackwater was from a very different background and became an orphan when his parents 

passed away not too long after his birth. A close friend (Rodriquez) to his mother and father de-

cided to look after him. A strong; fair but strict person; he taught Justin many life skills and prac-

tical skills such as: carpentry, lighting, technical work, plumbing, cooking and needlework. The 

hard work Justin put into these skills helped him become a strong and independent person. Jus-

tin was around the age of 21 when Rodriquez passed away.  

Being brought up in a wealthy family in a luxurious mansion with group of servants and two lov-

ing parents who are always there to nurture and care their child would seem to make almost an-

yone co-dependant on having support around them, not in Ansem’s case. He would always try to 

do things with little help in an attempt to gain the independence he obtained today. At the age 

of 23, he became a scholar of two, Maths and English, a year later a third, Philosophy. By the 

age of 30 Ansem had three scholarships and an affluent lifestyle, unlike Blackwater who had suf-

fered from real financial hardship in his childhood. 

“Who would have thought you would be one of the youngest people in the world to get 3 schol-

ars under the age of 25. Not only that, but also found your first company at 26 and for it to be-

come so successful!” Justin boasted. 

“Don’t be so bashful Blackwater! I would have only gotten so far if it were not for your amazing 

ideas for multiplayer games. You helped create the perfect game development team to execute 

our ideas. On top of all that, your handy skills kept our main office from falling apart,” Ansem 

laughed. 

Despite their vastly different upbringing, one being from wealth and prosperity and the other be-

ing from a poor and unfortunate background, both became the best of friends! 



SOUTHOVER SHORT STORY  

By Sam y11 

CREATIVE WRITING:  

WRITE A STORY ABOUT TWO PEOPLE WITH VERY DIFFERENT BACK-

GROUNDS 

 

In South Kensington a banker walks passed a homeless man, the banker strikes up a conversation with 

the homeless man. “You alright mate” as he rummages through his pockets for a few quid. The homeless 

man muttered his thanks and introduced himself “my name is Alec mate, do I know you from the past”  

Suddenly the banker was thrown into a flash back and questioning himself “could there be a possibility 

that this pour soul could have been a person in my past. Could there possibly?” 

With his immaculate navy suite with blood orange tie and a handkerchief to match, with loafers. He was 

the perfect example of a well-dressed city gentleman. 

On the other hand, Alec was a polar opposite of this sophisticated gentleman. His baggy jacket camou-

flaged his skinny frame, and torn jeans which allowed the bitter air to circulate around his knees. 

How he ended up on the streets was a longing to discover, the area was very posh and full of Chelsea 

tractors and spoilt children; it being debateable whether this place was good to beg or not. 

Impetuously Andrew decided to invite the poor feeler home for the night as in the past few nights it had 

been bitterly cold. Alec eagerly accepted the invitation to stay the night.   

Andrew and Alec walked to South Kensington tube station were Andrew buys an Oyster card for Alec. 

Whilst on the tube people were staring at the both of them and whispering about them. They were acting 

like they were both aliens. 

After tapping out of Hammersmith station it was a short five minute to Andrews’s house. When he got to 

his house he unlocked the door and walked in and took his coat off. 

In surprisingly, Alec felt a sudden and unexpected sense of warmth and comfort. 

After having a wash and shave, Alec was talking to Andrew over a cup of tea with some custard cream 

biscuits. And on the mantelpiece he recognized a familiar face. 

The person in the photo was Andrew's father, Alec told Andrew that he remembers being close to him 

and his father when he was younger.  

Passing away at a young age Andrews’s father gifted Alec a gold pocket watch. And whilst drinking tea 

Alec removed from his pocket, and tenderly presented it to Andrew. And on the case back was engraved 

“to my dearest sons, Andrew and Alexander” and then Alec tearfully revealed to Andrew who he really 

was.  

And a lost relation was rediscovered.  

 

 



REVISION TIPS 

Make a plan: Everyone gets nervous as they prepare for exams but revision doesn't have 

to be a drag, so long as you do it in a way that works for you.  

Know your stuff:  Suss out how much work you have to cover and how much time you 

have before the exams then draw up a realistic timetable. Switch between subjects to avoid be-

coming bored of a single topic. The most effective way to revise is to concentrate on understand-

ing rather than memorizing.  

Staying focused:  It's much easier to remember stuff once you understand it so if you're 

struggling, look for fresh sources of info other than class notes. Revise with a friend and see if 

you can figure it out together (be careful you don't just distract each other!). Or ask your teacher 

for help - they might even be running some revision classes.  

The right environment:  Find a quiet place at home where you won't be distracted by 

your family, your phone, TV or Twitter.  

Stay motivated:  Take short breaks every hour or so to give yourself a rest. Drink water 

and eat healthy snacks to keep your brain ticking over. Set yourself up with a reward after every 

revision session. Nothing extravagant - just a little treat to help you get back to your books.  

The night before:  Don’t leave all your revision to the night before. You'll just stress 

yourself out trying to cram it all in at the last minute. Complete your revision plan early, relax for 

the rest of the day, read over your notes and try to get an early night.  

Keep healthy:  It's important to be healthy and maintain some balance during your revi-

sion and exams. Eat well and drink plenty of water as this will keep you feeling alert, and include 

some physical activities in your breaks.  Go for a run, take the dog for a walk  or go for a swim. 

On the day:  On the day of the exam, don't try testing yourself on specific questions - this 

will just make you panic about what you think you don't know, rather than focusing on what you 

do know. Don't think about passing or failing. If you've kept to your revision plan, and you're 

calm, the answers will come naturally.  

If you panic in the exam: Stop, put down your pen, and relax. Breathe slowly; close 

your eyes for a few moments. If it helps, put your head on the desk. Shake your arms. Move 

your head slowly from side to side to relieve tension. Say something positive and encouraging to 

yourself. Imagine yourself somewhere else (where you feel happy and relaxed).. Ask the invigila-

tor if you may leave the room for a short while. Taking a few deep breaths of fresh air or a drink 

of water may be just what you need to calm down.  Good luck!  


