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Half term:
My reaction on reading through this newsletter echoes that of SPS Deputy Head, Jenny,
who read through the newsletter and thought, “ wow!, what a lot has happened in
such a short term.” I think this is probably the largest and possibly the best newsletter
yet. So lovely to see pieces written by a variety of students and staff and I’m looking
forward to the Student Voice input for the next edition.
Reading it through has reminded me again how proud I am to be part of Southover
Partnership School and makes me confident that, as we return next term for the exams
season, our students and staff have the resilience and skills to cope with the anxieties
and stresses that come with the period. I hope that the tips at the end
of this newsletter will be of use to both students and parents next term.

Monday
29th May to
Friday 2nd
June.

I wish everyone a restful Easter and look forward to seeing you all next
term refreshed and ready to achieve even more excellent outcomes.

HELLO TO NEW FACES, FAREWELL TO OLD
We say a very warm welcome to all of our new students: Kyla at Hutton Grove, Gianluca at
Southgate and Andrew at Kingsbury. New staff include Kellie Smith and Tariq Sharif .
We were sad to say goodbye to Art and English Teacher Tom and wish you good luck.

A BIG HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO……..
This term we have sung Happy Birthday, blown candles out , eaten cake and celebrated with students Kareem, Milona, Mahmoud, James, Terri, Daniel, Alex, Zuriel, Chris
and Jovaughn. Staff birthdays have included Dayo, Fred, Davut, Jenny, Kayleigh, Kiki,
Dan, Emily, Emma, Calum and Ana-Belen.

Spring News from the Manor…...
Spring is about change.
Quite fittingly, this year’s
theme for the British
Science Week was also
Change. To reflect this
theme we had an
informative session with
our wonderful Science
Teacher Alice about
physical and emotional
changes.

The Delights of Gardening…
...by Lorna Forte
Spring is definitely springing at KM, with
students and staff working hard to
transform our garden and bring a splash
of colour to the current surroundings.
The first flowers have appeared and,
after some of the trees were pruned, the
Magnolia tree is showing buds for the first
time now that it has more light.
A new bench has been made from logs
and set near the pond where we can
hopefully enjoy a sunny moment of
reflection once the weather starts to
improve. Thanks to everyone who has got
involved!

The Manor survives in the Forest
By Richard Horne

We didn't know what caused the bang; was it an explosion
or something colliding with the aeroplane? We rapidly lost
height, plunging through cloud until it seemed that the
ground, as far as the eye could see covered in trees, was
rising up to meet us. Then the shuddering impact, the trees
stripping away the wings but fortunately leaving the fuselage intact. And good luck had given us Commander Jennifer Woodburne who immediately took control. She impressed on us the need to first build a shelter from materials at hand: branches of trees, leaves, moss etc. This should
protect us overnight from adverse weather. She told us to
make sure the entrance to our shelters faced east to take
advantage of first light the next day.

Quite a challenge to find east. A blast of sunshine enabled us to determine where the sun would
rise in the morning. We were split into three groups led by Andrew, JJ and Travon and set off to
find suitable sites. All three shelters were constructed in similar styles i.e. a skeletal framework of
dead branches covered in holly. As if by magic, the holly was already cut and provided for us. Suddenly we were surrounded by a pack of yelping wild hounds. How thankful we were for Commander Jennifer's expertise! She told us in the case of dog attack to stand still, eyes lowered and arms
crossed on our chests. How well it worked and we all survived. Jennifer had even thought ahead
and provided hot chocolate which was stashed at our base camp. Pieces of tarpaulin added to the
weatherproofing of the shelters (Commander Jennifer came round with a bottle of water to check
whether our shelters were able to withstand wet weather and the night). All the pupils proved
adept at survival skills and thoroughly engaged in the experience. Of course no aeroplane was involved. We arrived by minibus, not at a tropical forest but Hadley Wood. Oh, and the pack of
hounds was nothing more than a professional dog-walker accompanying a motley selection of family pets!

News From The Gate…………...
Inspired by iconic artist of 1980s street
culture Keith Haring, students Ahmed
and Zuriel both produced life-size pop
art portraits of themselves for their latest art projects. The separate works
were created using oil-based paints on
large drapes of canvas, and are currently hanging on display around the building.

A busy month…
March began with World Maths Day when
students took part in a variety of numerical
challenges with Ahmed and Chris proving
the most accomplished. The following day
was World Book Day, celebrated with a literary quiz —congratulations to winners
Stacey and Zuriel! International Women’s
Day on March 8th allowed everyone to
hone their discussion and debating skills,
after which a chance to view ‘Shakespeare
in Love’ was the perfect way to celThis term year 12 student Isaac has been on a work experience
ebrate Shakespeare Week.
placement at Oakhill Nursery where he has been helping care
for 2-4 year olds.
Staff say that Isaac is “very proactive, and sensitive to the needs
of all the children”
“My favourite thing is playing swords and running around with
the kids”, Isaac reported, also claiming that “they are all my favourites!”
Isaac has had to learn to be responsible for administering first
aid to the children, as well as making sure not to intimidate
them, because of course, Isaac is quite a lot bigger than them!
Everyone agrees that Isaac has greatly increased in the way he
understands the children. However, Isaac did concede that he
can be too playful with his new buddies, and might need to work
on being firmer with them when they misbehave… after all;
“they need to learn lessons.”

More News From The Gate……...
Key Stage 4 students Isaac and Chris have been making great progress during construction
sessions at The College of Haringey and North East London. After developing their painting
and decorating skills last term, Chris and Isaac have now begun to tackle carpentry. Having
already mastered a range of wooden joints, including halving and bevel joints, the next target for the construction duo is to create a full wooden gate frame. Pictures of the finished
articles will hopefully follow in later newsletters!

During a chilly week in February , Zuriel took part in The London Fire Brigade LIFE course. This
programme provides a wonderful opportunity for 14-17 year olds to take a break from their
academic studies, and develop their confidence, teamwork, discipline, and obviously firefighting skills. Taught by real firefighters, Zuriel received professional training in the correct
use of fire ladders, breathing apparatus and casualty rescue techniques. As well as taking
part in the ‘Passout Parade’ Zuriel was also able to gain an official and
accredited AQA qualification in the process! Congratulations Zuriel !

Even More News From The Gate………….
KS3 student Erika has really enjoyed her off-site
education at Wolves Lane Horticultural Centre and
had this to say about her recent experiences:
“Searching for the perfect day out? Well you have
found the right place! At Wolves Lane you can explore the gorgeous views. A day at Wolves Lane is
the perfect day out for family and friends. You will
find something for yourself, there is plenty of interactive fun activities, like meeting our adorable
animals, feeding them and learning a bit about
their background.”
Keyworker Karen has also been smitten and has
even rehomed one of the centre’s gorgeous rabbits!
Hot chocolate included…
Organised by great adventurer and Geography
teacher David, students Ahmed and Zuriel recently took on orienteering trails in the exotic
locations of Trent Park and Golders Hill Park.
As well as developing their navigation skills,
the intrepid team were able to explore some
of the best natural and manmade landscapes
North London has to offer.

After the fantastic experiences of peers at The
Hut and The Manor, Year 9 students from
The Gate also had a chance to learn survival
skills when Jen took them into Hadley Woods
for Forest School. Students and keyworkers
were tasked with using what they could find
lying around , to build a shelter that could
sleep them for the night and keep them dry.
Despite the driving rain, Jen still insisted on
pouring water over our makeshift shelters to
check their quality! In spite of getting
drenched in the rain, Zuriel and Gianluca did a
great job, and can’t wait to go again in better
weather. Thank you Jen!

News from the Hut…….
Eat-A-Thon At Southover! By Kareem
On Thursday 26th January, at lunchtime, we had a “bring and share lunch” at Hutton Grove
where everyone brought in mostly healthy food items equivalent to £1 or simply brought in £1 so
staff could buy something at Waitrose, our local supermarket.
Last time we had a “bring and share lunch” it was not as organised as it could have been and we
were all unprepared, bringing in overpriced foods and unhealthy junk food. This time we had an
affordable budget which everyone could get on board with.
The whole concept of this event is to get everyone to engage with each other a bit more. Also,
this provides everyone with the opportunity to try new healthy foods, letting their taste buds explore a whole new world of flavour.
Almost every student and staff joined in on the “bring and share lunch”. Furthermore, they all
seemed to enjoy themselves and would like to have another one in the future.
Here are some final quotes from our participants:
Jennifer (TA): “I enjoyed the olives and homemade dishes.”
Anita (English Teacher): “This is a great opportunity to get everyone in the same room and socialise as a school. I would like to have another ‘bring and share lunch’.”

Sharing is Caring! By Rhys
On Thursday, 26th January lunchtime, we all
took part in a “bring and share lunch” where
we had music provided by myself, DJ Rhys
and Patrick Chamberlain.
One of the reasons why we organised this was to bring everyone together and encourage
healthy eating. We had a wide range of food provided by both staff and students.
“One of the reasons I went to the banquet was because I forgot my lunch, and the other was
that I was starving and the lunch looked tasty!” said student, Kareem.
“It was a lovely meal and I enjoyed it,” teaching assistant, Emma told us.
“It was an excellent meal and we plan to organise it once every month,” confirmed Heather, the
Head of Hutton Grove.
TA Patrick and I, serenaded the feast with music. I strongly believe that the music improved the
atmosphere greatly. We played modern pop music and next time we will accept requests.
We are all looking forward to the next time we have this lunch.

More News From The Hut…….
An Inspector Calls
On Thursday 9th February, one of the coldest days of the year, staff and students from Hutton Grove , Southgate and Kingsbury Manor visited The Playhouse Theatre , London. We watched J B Priestley’s 1945 classic, An Inspector
Calls. A classic drama about a well-to-do Edwardian household called to account
for their part in the fate of an impoverished young woman. It’s little wonder it
has been revived now: in the face of the refugee crisis and the political upheavals of this year, it feels newly resonant. Indeed, the Inspector delivers his major
speech about moral and social responsibility not to the family, whose consciences he has just turned inside out, but to the audience.

It was fascinating to see an audience full of school children , many studying
the text for GCSE, gradually lean forwards as the play exerted its powerful
grip- and the production made something all too easily dismissed as dusty,
come to vital and argumentative life.

World Book Day March 2nd 2017
World Book Day is a celebration! It is a celebration of authors, books
and (most importantly) it is a celebration of reading. In fact it is the
biggest celebration of its kind, designated by UNESCO, a worldwide
celebration of books and reading, marked in over 100 countries all
over the world.
This is the 20th Year there’s been a World Book Day; Southover students and staff marked the occasion by dressing as their favourite
book character or author. An array of characters were on display. At
Hutton Grove we had: Harry Potter (Kyla), Rambo (Rhys), Alice in Wonderland, Portrait of a lady, the Queen of Hearts, Virginia Wolf, the Mad Hatter, a witch from Harry Potter and the Handmaiden’s Tale.
At lunchtime, we all joined in with our annual World Book Day Quiz, which included a wide range of questions from
Game of Thrones to Les Miserables. Sam was the overall winner at Hutton Grove with the partnership of Zuriel and
Stacey taking first place at Southgate. All students received a voucher they could exchange for a book at any bookshop!

We raised over £20 for Comic Relief
looking very silly in fancy dress or red
costumes and eating Maria’s Red
Nose Day Cakes!

Even More News From The Hut…….
Teaching Assistant Fatma and new Hutton Grove student Kyla ask each other some questions:
K: How long have you been working at Southover?
What do you think of Southover School so far?
World BookF:Day
F: 4 months
K: Good
March 2nd 2017
K: If you could go anywhere in the world where
F: What subjects do you enjoy and what is your fawould you go and why? F: Australia because it has
vourite subject? K: I enjoy cooking and my favourite
so many beautiful
places.
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K: What’s your favourite animal? F: A monkey
F: What is your favourite TV show? K: Dance Moms
Grove with the partnership of Zuriel and Stacey taking first place at Southgate.
K: McDonald's or Burger King? F: McDonalds
F: What is your favourite colour? K: Pink
All students received a voucher they could exchange for a book at any bookshop!
K: Sun or snow? F: Sun
F: What is your favourite food? K: Olives
K: Adidas or Nike? F: Nike
F: If you can turn into an animal what would it be
and why? K: A unicorn – it is a pink colour.
F: What is your favourite music band? K: One Direction.

TROPHY TRIUMPH
REACH FOR THE SKIES
Congratulations to y11 student Rhys who is an
RAF Air cadet. At a recent celebration evening he
was presented with the following awards: A Heart
Start Certificate for attending the course and
meeting the standard required. The Best Charity
Effort - this is awarded to the cadet who supports
& attends most community & fundraising events
throughout the year. The Keen Award for enthusiasm & perseverance - this is awarded to the cadet
who is thought to have overcome difficulties and
has shown progress. His leading Cadet certificate
and his RAF Odiham camp certificate.

We like to be able to celebrate in our students’ successes outside of school.
Congratulations to Sammy Y11 who was awarded the
Ione Burley cup for improved attitude, getting
more involved and helping to teach at St. John’s
Ambulance. Sammy has
been a member of the St.
John’s Ambulance for the
past 7 years and is a qualified First Aider. As part of
her duties she gets to assist at public events such as the London Marathon.

SCIENCE DAY at Southover

Creating Hydrogen, unbreakable balloons and… boom! This year’s Science Day at Southover had it all. A series of demonstrations took place, along with the Science Poster contest. All these activities were part of the
British Science week between March 10th and 19th.
The students saw how easy it is to break down water into Hydrogen and Oxygen, using a battery and two
pencils. They realised that a flame is not always enough to blow a balloon when the laws of thermodynamics
take charge. A mini hovercraft was moving here and there on the table without friction. Finally, a piece of
potassium metal, reacted with water, making small fireworks!

The entries for the Poster contest had CHANGE as a theme. Some titles of the projects were “Change of
Time and Seasons”, showing how the colours change from dawn till dusk and “Generations” which shows
how people change from babies to old adults.

Change of Time and Seasons by Sam y9
Four Seasons in a Tree by Milona y10
Generations by Kyla y7 * Winning Entry

SOUTHOVER HIGHLIGHTS
Alex’s
found
photo
initials.

Milona’s Andy Warhol inspired prints.
Sam’s Star Wars Stencil’s
A muddy, soggy
Spring Term
Forest School—
Kyla, Alex and
Sam with staff
Jennifer, David,
Tom, Donna

KS3 Cooking
at
Lyonsdown.
Tasty dishes
such as Apple
Pie, Marble
Cake, Doughnuts, Shepherd’s Pie.
Lunch time
tastings from
these talented
cooks.

Graphic Communication trip to the new Design Museum—Rhys
and Kareem y11 with staff: Maria, Jennifer, Abigail and Patrick.

REVISION TIPS
Make a plan:

Everyone gets nervous as they prepare for exams but revision doesn't have

to be a drag, so long as you do it in a way that works for you.

Know your stuff:

Suss out how much work you have to cover and how much time you

have before the exams then draw up a realistic timetable. Switch between subjects to avoid becoming bored of a single topic. The most effective way to revise is to concentrate on understanding rather than memorizing.

Staying focused:

It's much easier to remember stuff once you understand it so if you're

struggling, look for fresh sources of info other than class notes. Revise with a friend and see if
you can figure it out together (be careful you don't just distract each other!). Or ask your teacher
for help - they might even be running some revision classes.

The Right Environment:

Find a quiet place at home where you won't be distracted

by your family, your phone, TV or Twitter.

Stay Motivated:

Take short breaks every hour or so to give yourself a rest. Drink water

and eat healthy snacks to keep your brain ticking over. Set yourself up with a reward after every
revision session. Nothing extravagant - just a little treat to help you get back to your books.

The night before:

Don’t leave all your revision to the night before. You'll just stress

yourself out trying to cram it all in at the last minute. Complete your revision plan early, relax for
the rest of the day, read over your notes and try to get an early night.

Keep Healthy:

It's important to be healthy and maintain some balance during your revi-

sion and exams. Eat well and drink plenty of water as this will keep you feeling alert, and include
some physical activities in your breaks. Go for a run, take the dog for a walk or go for a swim.

On the day:

On the day of the exam, don't try testing yourself on specific questions - this

will just make you panic about what you think you don't know, rather than focusing on what you
do know. Don't think about passing or failing. If you've kept to your revision plan, and you're
calm, the answers will come naturally.

If you panic in the exam:

Stop, put down your pen, and relax. Breathe slowly; close

your eyes for a few moments. If it helps, put your head on the desk. Shake your arms. Move
your head slowly from side to side to relieve tension. Say something positive and encouraging to
yourself. Imagine yourself somewhere else (where you feel happy and relaxed).. Ask the invigilator if you may leave the room for a short while. Taking a few deep breaths of fresh air or a drink
of water may be just what you need to calm down.

Good luck!

